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Infant Mortality 

• African American infants are 3-4 times more 
likely to die in the first year- >11% in 2015 

 
• African American mothers  are also 3 times 

more likely to experience preterm delivery - 
>10.9% PTB rate in 2015. This is 28% higher 
than the rate for all other women.  

 



Data Definitions 
• Infant—up to 1 year of age 
• Fetal death—Death prior 

to completion of  
pregnancy 

• Neonatal—birth up to the 
28th day of life 

• Post-neonatal–28 days of 
life up to 1 year 

• Low birth weight—
Birth weight of less  
than 2,500 grams 
(less than 5 lb 8 oz) 

• Very low birth weight—
Birth weight of less  than 
1,500 grams (less than 3 lb 
5 oz) 



Data Definitions 
• Infant mortality rate—Number of infant  

deaths/number of live births x 100,000 
• Fetal-infant mortality rate—(Number of  fetal 

deaths + infant deaths)/ (number of  fetal 
deaths + live births) x 100,000 



Available Data 

• PPOR –Perinatal Periods of Risk 
• Data Mapping 
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Call to Action 
• Community Action Network: Contact Nathifa Miller 

nathifa@familiesforwardrc.org 
• Families Forward Resource Center: http://www.familiesforwardrc.org/  
• More Black Birthdays: http://www.moreblackbirthdays.org/  
• Healthier Beginnings Inc:  http://www.healthierbeginning.org/ 
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Resources 
• March of Dimes http://www.marchofdimes.org/   
 
• Colorado Department of Public Health 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/LP
H_MCH_Issue-Brief-2_Infant-Mortality.pdf   and 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/PF_
Preterm-BirthRecs.pdf 

 
• Zero to Three:  Policy and Advocacy 

https://www.zerotothree.org/policy-and-advocacy  
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https://www.zerotothree.org/policy-and-advocacy


Documentaries 
• Precious Loss: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=En7f8_bUhlM  
• Unnatural Causes: 

http://www.pbs.org/unnaturalcauses/  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=En7f8_bUhlM
http://www.pbs.org/unnaturalcauses/


Contact Information 
Adam Anderson MURP, MPH   
Tri-County Health Department  

aanderson@tchd.org 
 

Nathifa Miller JD 
Collective Impact Coordinator 
nathifa@familiesforwardrc.org  

 
Vicki Swarr MSN 

Tri-County Health Department  
vswarr@tchd.org 
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